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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Happy New Year!  We hope you had a good Christmas and managed to enjoy some time with 

your families and friends.  We were sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Carlyle last term, but welcome 

Mr Thompson to Owls and the 6/5 team.  He has hit the ground running and is settling into 

Roydon very quickly.  

As usual, we thought it would be useful to give you some information about the organisation of 

your child’s class, as well as curriculum content for this term. 

Curriculum Content 

Maths 
Place value (Th, H, T, U) , Multiplication, Division, Addition, Subtraction, 

Fractions, Decimals, Money, Time, Shape, Measures,  Data Handling 

English 

Writing a balanced argument, persuasive writing, 

Stories, non-chronological writing 

Grammar and punctuation, guided reading and spellings 

Science 
Electricity 

Living things and their habitats 

History The Ancient Maya civilization 

Geography 
Where did the Maya live? What is Central America like? 

Mapping skills, biomes, geographical features 

Computing 
Online Safety 

Scratch 

Art and DT 
Masks 

Line and tone 

R.E. How do Hindus make sense of the world? 

P.E. (Tuesdays 

and Fridays) 
Dance, yoga, fitness, hockey and gymnastics 

French La Famille and Encore 

PSHE 

Illness and immunisation,  

Drug awareness,  

Marriage 
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P.E. 

Games will continue to take place outside so warm clothes are needed. As well as a white t-

shirt and shorts, we really do recommend a sweat shirt and jogging bottoms.  Please provide 

your child with a plastic bag to take home muddy trainers.  P.E. kit must be named and should 

be brought in at the start of the week so that it is available if a timetable change occurs  

Maths  

People often ask us what they can do to help their child with maths.  There 

are lots of things, but one area for many children to work on is telling the 

time. By Year 5 and 6 children need to be able to tell the time using an 

analogue and digital clock, know the 24-hour clock and calculate the hours 

and minutes between time. 

There are many children who cannot tell the time so if you have the odd minute (no pun 

intended!) you could really help by asking your child to tell you the time on any type of clock.  

Questions can be extended by asking things like: 

It is 10.50am. We will leave home to go shopping in 20 minutes. 

What time will we go? 

or… 

It is 17.20. Football will be on TV at 19.30.  How long before it starts? 

or… 

Tim gets on a train at 13.45. 
His journey to London lasts 1 hour 45 minutes. 

What time does he arrive if the train is on time? 

Reading 

Our class reading book to start the term is The Night Bus Hero by 

Onjali Q. Rauf.  We have a few copies of this in school but if children 

have received book vouchers for Christmas they may want to buy their 

own copy or try and get it on loan from the library. 

The Roydon Reading Challenge is back!  We really want to encourage the children to 

read twice a day for 20 - 40mins. If you can spare the time to listen to your child read and 

discuss the content it would help enormously. You could talk about the vocabulary in the story, 

the characters’ actions and motives, as well as understand inferences and make deductions.  

Listed below are some ideas about how you can do this.  These questions are from an imaginary 

book but could be applied to other books.  They are also the type of questions that children are 

asked in SATs. 

Vocabulary 



1) What does apprehensive mean? 

2) Can you find another word on this page that means the same as excited? 

3) Why do you think the author used the words “lace” to describe the spider’s web? 

4) Explain what Mum meant when she said her “diamond ring was winking at her.” 

 

Characters 

5) What sort of person was Elsie? How do you know? 

6) Why was Tim excited?  How do you know this? 

7) Did the boy like Ben?  Give your reasons, using the story to help you. 

8) Using the text, explain how Lucy felt when he was left behind. 

9) Give 3 examples that show Mark was a brave boy? 

 

Inference and Deduction   

10) What time of year does this story take place?  How do you know?  

11) How did Alan feel when he lost his football match? 

12) Using the text, explain why Dad was sometimes tired and grumpy. 

13) How do you think Susan felt when she heard the news? 

14) How did John’s feeling about his new home change from the start of the story compared to the end? 

 

Further guidance about listening to children read is on our website: 

http://www.roydon.norfolk.sch.uk/ 

Each morning we do reading activities from 9.00 – 9.30pm.  If anyone can spare time to stay 

in school on one or more days to listen to readers, it would be really appreciated. 

Spellings 

Spelling lists will continue to be given on a Friday and tested the following 

Friday.  A reminder of the method of learning (LOOK, COVER, SAY, WRITE, 

CHECK) is in the front of the children’s spelling books.   

We hope this has helped to give you an idea of what will be happening in our classes this term.  

Parents of Year 6 will have the opportunity to talk to us about their child’s progress and the 

KS2 SATS meeting later in the term (and a written report in the summer term). More details 

to follow.  Year 5 parents will receive a report at the end of this term. In the meantime, if you 

have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on Class Dojo. 

Other dates for this term 

Book Week - 28th February – 4th March 

Wednesday 9th February – Road Safety Magic Roadshow 

Friday 11th March – Class Photographs 

PLEASE NOTE KS2 SATS take place in the week May 9 – 13th.  We ask that you do not 

book holidays in the weeks leading up to and including this week. 

Kind regards,  

Dawn Stannard, Donna Jolly and Paul Thompson 
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