Rovdon Primary School

Summer Newsletter

Friday 28™ May 2021

Slowly, but surely, we are able to relax some of our restrictions in school, and the staff and children are
delighted to be able to mix with one or two other classes now. They certainly have missed each other!
Don’t worry, though ~ we still have Covid measures in place to keep everyone safe. Fingers crossed for
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Car park

Please could we remind parents yet again that the car park is for staff use only. While

you may be ‘just dropping off’ your child, there is not enough space for everyone to use
it and it would not be safe. The signs are very clear.




Who’s who?

Do you sometimes wonder why your child’s teacher isn't in class?

Does your child talk about members of staff you don’t know?

Have you heard that teaching assistants are teaching lessons?

Allow us to explain ...

Class teachers:

e are responsible for all the learning that goes on in class;

e usually produce weekly plans for all English and maths work and most other curriculum subjects;

e know what each child can do, and what they need to learn next;

* have 10% of their teaching time out of the classroom for planning, preparation and assessment (PPA
time);

e are in Curriculum Leader Teams that are responsible for a group of subjects across the school.
Sometimes they visit lessons or talk to children about their work or look at planning to find out how
things are going.

e sometimes have to attend trainings or meetings, or support other members of staff.

Student teachers:

e become part of the teaching team, including being involved in weekly planning meetings;

» work under the direction of a class teacher who remains responsible for the children’s learning;

¢ only teach the class when the teacher feels they are ready to do so.

Higher Level Teaching Assistants:

¢ have a qualification (or are working towards it) to show that they know how to plan and deliver high
quality lessons and make judgements about children’s performance;

e know the children well and how they learn, know the teachers well and how they teach, know the school
well and how we work together,;

¢ cover PPA, planned absences, and unexpected absences in the short-term;

* have regular meetings with a mentor to discuss their planning and their work;

¢ have half-termly trainings about different aspects of classroom practice.

Cover Supervisors:

¢ are experienced teaching assistants who sometimes deliver lessons that have been planned by the
teacher;

e know the children well and how they learn, know the teachers well and how they teach, know the school
well and how we work together;

e cover short-term planned absences and, occasionally, unplanned absences (e.q. if a teacher becomes
unwell during the school day).

Teaching Assistants:

e work with groups and individuals;

o work inside the classroom, or in a corridor, or in a quiet room;

e follow a teacher’s plans to support children’s learning.

Supply teachers:

e work for an agency, not the school;

o usually deliver the lessons the teacher has already planned;

¢ do not necessarily know the school, the children or the way the staff work;

 cost a lot of money!! (It would cost over £1,000 per week to cover PPA time)

At Roydon Primary School, we believe that drawing on the expertise and experience of our own staff
provides the best teaching and learning for our children, the best use of staff time, and the best value for
money.
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FoRPS events
The lovely ladies are getting busy this summer ... make a note of these dates:

e Thursday 17" June — Movie Night (details to follow)
« Friday 18" June — non-uniform day in return for tombola prizes for the Summer Fair

« Thursday 24" June — raffie tickets in return for filled jam jars for the Summer Fair
« Wednesday 30" June 3.00 — 5.30pm — Summer Fair

« Monday 19" July — Summer Disco
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Dates for your Diary

Reception height, weight and vision checks

pm some Woodpeckers visiting Fox Wood

3.30 — 5.30pm Infant & Foxes parent consultation calls
3.30 — 5.30pm Infant parent consultation calls

3.30 — 5.30pm Junior parent consultation calls

Mrs Bradford & Mrs Pawsey — Single Central Record update
am Miss Page — HLTA course

3.30 — 5.30pm Junior (not Foxes) parent consultation calls
4.30pm Mrs Walsh — EHCP review webinar

pm some Woodpeckers visiting Fox Wood

pm Young Voices choir

3.30pm new Reception parents’ meeting

DHS staff visiting Year 6

3.30pm FoRPS Movie Night

4.00pm Miss Stannard — writing forum

FoRPS non-uniform day for tombola prizes

Diss Mayor officially opening the school library

pm some Hedgehogs visiting Fox Wood

3.30pm Greater Depth Writing course for all teachers

9.30 — 11.30am new Reception children visiting (Covid-dependent)
Business Afternoon

4.00pm Miss Stannard — reading forum

Thursday 24t
Friday 25th
Monday 28t

Wednesday 30t

July
Thursday 15t

Friday 2

Monday 5t

Tuesday 6t
Wednesday
Thursday 8t

Friday 9
Wednesday 14t
Thursday 15t
Friday 16t

Monday 19t
Wednesday 21st

FoRPS raffle tickets for filled jam jars
Year 5 visiting Ringsfield Hall
Geography Week

pm some Hedgehogs visiting Fox Wood
African drumming workshops

3.00pm FoRPS Summer Fair

African drumming workshops

pm Big Sing concert

Year 6 visiting DHS

am Shuffle Up (children visiting new classes)
9.30 — 11.30am new Reception children visiting
2.00 — 3.00pm new Reception sports afternoon
am Junior Sports Day, pm Infant Sports Day
reserve Sports Day

am Miss Page — HLTA course

am safeguarding training for volunteers
4.15pm Full Governing Body meeting

pm Kwik cricket for some infants

2.00pm new Reception teddy bears’ picnic
10.45am Busking Day

12.15pm BBQ lunch

FORPS summer discos

9.00am Leavers’ Assembly
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